In the abstract: 


Please amend the abstract to read as follows: 

A vacuum cleaner has a first cyclonic cleaning stage and a second cyclonic stage 
positioned in series with the first cyclonic cleaning stage. The second cyclonic stage 
comprises a plurality of second stage cyclones. A passage connects the first cyclonic 
cleaning stage outlet and the second stage cyclones inlets. The passage does not 
increase in cross-sectional area in a downstream direction. 
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